THE  FOUR  GEORGES
official policy of his British advisers. Actually, he exer-
cised more direct influence upon the progress of events
than the first two monarchs of his dynasty had done.
Furthermore, he kept the prerogatives of the Crown
intact, namely, that of mercy, the dissolution and convo-
cation of Parliament, the dismissal and selection of
ministers, the cession of territory, the creation of peers,
and the nomination to official appointments. George
left them as he found them, though it must be admitted
that this is a tribute to the loyalty of his ministers rather
than to his own skill.
The King went to Scotland by sea, but he travelled
overland to Hanover, and at Calais there was awaiting
him the once-famous Beau Brummell. The Beau had
fallen far since the days when he told "Wales" to ring the
bell, called for "Mistress" Fitzherbert's carriage, and
asked "Who's your fat friend?" That Beau Brummell
was intolerable judged by any ordinary standard of
behaviour can hardly be denied, but George had tolerated
him. Both were vulgar, but Meredith, in Evan Harring-
ton, drew a distinction between them: "George, for
instance, possessed a port; Beau Brummell wielded a
Presence." Even if later generations find it hard to for-
give the man who introduced starched neckcloths, that
does not excuse his treatment by George. He was ignored
at Calais, and several years were yet to pass before he even
obtained the Consulate at Caen. Yet George kept every-
thing save his word and his friends. He never disposed
of his old clothes, and when he died his wardrobe was
sold for .£30,000. He was always in debt, though careless
of money, and before the sale took place there were found
in the pockets of the various suits no less than .£10,000
in notes. When he was lying dead the Duke of Wellington
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